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About the band 
  This season marks the band’s 41

st
  

  
season.  Founded by William 

Stiehl in 1967, the Southwestern Ohio Symphonic Band was originally 
associated with Miami University’s Middletown Campus.  Later, the band was 
sponsored by various area businesses prompting the Ohio Senate to pass a 
special resolution commending the cooperation between supporting 
businesses and the performing arts.   

  Today, the band is again affiliated with Miami University’s Middletown 
Campus. The band is a true “community band” with members from the 
Cincinnati, Hamilton, Middletown, and Dayton areas.   Musicians volunteer 
their time and include professional, amateur, and student musicians.  Each 
year, a few exceptional high school students are chosen to join the band.  
Since reestablishing its ties to the University, Miami students can also join the 
band for college credit.  A number of professional musicians who still play with 
the band today began as student members years ago. 

Our Director – Chris Brandenburg 

 Christopher Brandenburg has been the director of the Southwestern 
Ohio Symphonic Band for 23 years. He taught instrumental music in the 
Lakota district for 35 years prior to retiring.  In that time, he was the Lakota 
High School director of bands, the Hopewell Junior School director of bands, 
and the freshman school director of bands.  He also served as the Lakota 
District Instrumental Music Coordinator for 5 years.  A John Phillip Sousa 
Award winner and graduate of Princeton High School in Cincinnati, Ohio, Mr. 
Brandenburg attended Ohio University and received a bachelor of fine arts 
degree with a major in Music Education.  He was awarded a Master of Music 
degree from the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music with a 
performance major in Orchestral Instruments.  Mr. Brandenburg lives in West 
Chester with his wife, Dawn. 

.Our Guest Conductor – Larry Hirth 

Larry Hirth is a native of Cincinnati, Ohio and owns half of a home 
remodeling and repair business. His family lineage dates back to the German 
composer Franz Schubert. A graduate of Lockland High School, he began 
playing the accordion at age 5. He later played trombone in the Lockland High 
School band until his senior year when he took up playing drums and 
percussion. While in the Navy, he played percussion in the Service School 
Command Band.  He is actively involved with the theater program at Lakota 
West High School, mentoring students in the technical tasks of lighting and live 
sound mixing. He currently serves on the board of directors for the Mason 
Community Players, where he has also directed 5 musicals, including “Fiddler 
On The Roof.” 

 

Program 
       With Pleasure: An Original Rag…..……..………….…..….John Philip Sousa 

       Wycliffe Variations……..……………………………….……….Paul W. Whear 

       Pineapple Poll……………………..…………….............…. Sir Arthur Sullivan 
(Arranged by Charles Mackerras) 

No. 2 Jasper’s Dance 
No. 1 Opening Number 

   The Thunderer……..………........…………..…..…….…..…John Philip Sousa 

10-Minute Intermission 

   Joy Resounding…………….………………………..……...…Cormac Cannon 

       Fiddler on the Roof..………………..……….……….…………..…..Jerry Bock 
(Arranged by Warren Barker) 

Larry Hirth, Guest Conductor 

  MacArthur Park…………………………..............………..………Jimmy Webb 
(Arranged by Bill Holcombe) 

 

 
Thank you… 

 We would like to express our thanks to… 

… Lakota West HS and Greg Snyder, Director of Bands, for rehearsal use 
of the Lakota West HS band room 

… All spouses and friends of our musicians who encourage our players to 
rehearse and perform with the band 

…Miami University, Middletown and Pat McNab for coordinating our 
concerts 

…James Gast, SOSB Stage Manager 

…Scott Balmos,  Assistant SOSB Stage Manager 

…George Goodell, SOSB President 

…Jacque Shoemaker, SOSB Treasurer 

…Harriet Richardson, SOSB Librarian 

…Carolyn Stoll, SOSB Membership Secretary  

…Craig Stoll, SOSB Webmaster 

 


