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About the band 
  This season marks the band’s 39

th
 
  
season.  Founded by William 

Stiehl in 1967, the Southwestern Ohio Symphonic Band was originally 
associated with Miami University’s Middletown Campus.  Later, the band was 
sponsored by various area businesses, prompting the Ohio Senate to pass a 
special resolution commending the cooperation between supporting 
businesses and the performing arts.   

  Today, the band is again affiliated with Miami University’s Middletown 
Campus. The band is a true “community band” with members from the 
Cincinnati, Hamilton, Middletown, and Dayton areas.   Musicians volunteer 
their time and include professional, amateur, and student musicians.  Each 
year, a few exceptional high school students are chosen to join the band.  
Since reestablishing its ties to the University, Miami students can also join the 
band for college credit.  A number of professional musicians who still play with 
the band today began as student members years ago. 

  Membership in the band is open to adults and high school or college 
students in Southwestern Ohio.  Students must audition each fall.  Interested 
musicians may call Chris Brandenburg at 942-2803. 

Our Conductor – Chris Brandenburg 
  Christopher Brandenburg has conducted the Southwestern Ohio 
Symphonic Band for 23 years.  He has taught instrumental music for 35 years 
and recently retired as the Lakota District Instrumental Music Coordinator, a 
position he held for the past 5 years.  A graduate of Princeton High School in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Mr. Brandenburg attended Ohio University and received a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree with a major in Music Education.  He was 
awarded a Master of Music degree from the University of Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of Music with a performance major in Orchestral Instruments. A 
John Phillip Sousa Award winner, Mr. Brandenburg has been a clinician, guest 
conductor, and chair of several OMEA events   Mr. Brandenburg lives in West 
Chester with his wife, Dawn, a retired senior counselor at Lakota East High 
School.   

Our Guest Conductor – J. Earl Jones 
Earl Jones is a 1957 graduate of Lemon- Monroe High School where 

he was active in band and choir.  He graduated from Miami University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Music Education and a Master of Music in Trumpet 
Performance.  Mr. Jones studied trumpet in France and for two summer terms 
with the Boston Symphony.  He has also studied voice in New York.  Mr. 
Jones was band director in the Monroe-Middletown schools for 31 years and 
currently sings with the choir at Christ Church, Glendale.  He has been first 
tenor for the Cincinnati May Festival Chorus for 33 years.  Mr. Jones continues 
to give private trumpet lessons and leads an early music ensemble at Mt. 
Pleasant Retirement Village in Monroe, Ohio 

Program 
       National Emblem………………………………….…..…….Henry Fillmore 

       Hebrides Suite…………………………………...……….Clare Grundman  

The Peat Fire Flame 

An Eriskay Love Lilt 

Milking Song (Hebridean Game Song) 

The Road to the Isles 

   Ave Maria Para Nossa Mae………………………..…........Gary P. Gilroy 

   Alliance of the Free………………………………….……James L. Hosay 

        

10-Minute Intermission 

 

       Overture in B � …………………………….…………Caesar Giovannini 

Guest Conductor, J. Earl Jones 

       New York 1927………………………………….…………..Warren Barker 

Billboard March………………………………………..……..John N. Klohr 

 

        

Thank you… 

  We would like to express our thanks to the organizations and people who 
helped make this performance possible: 

� Lakota West High School 

� Miami University, Middletown Campus 

� Pat McNab for coordinating our concerts 

� James Gast for stage set up 

� George Goodell, SOSB President 

� Jacque Shoemaker, SOSB Treasurer 

� Harriet Richardson, SOSB Librarian  

� You, our audience, for your continuing support 

 
 
 

Please visit our website at WWW.SOSBWEB.ORG 



 


